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Dear Channel Islanders
A Play by Peter Tabb

On 20 June 1940, with France subdued, Germany’s architects of blitzkreig gave the order:  “The capture of the British Channel Islands is necessary and urgent.”  By Monday, 1 July, the Channel Islands were in German hands, under foreign dominion for the first time in more than a thousand years.  The occupiers stayed for almost five years. 

Earlier that month, forty pupils of Victoria College, many of whom were boarders, and day boys whose parents went with them, evacuated from Jersey with a group of teachers to Britain where they were welcomed by Bedford School.  

On Tuesday, 8 May, 1945, at 3.00 pm, Prime Minister Winston Churchill broadcast from London that, as from the previous midnight, Germany had unconditionally surrendered, the ceasefire had taken effect all along the front and that ‘our dear Channel Islands are also to be freed today…’ 
The play “Dear Channel Islanders” explores the feelings of a group of Victoria College schoolboys at Bedford School on learning that their home island has been freed from German occupation. 
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